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IT is a very remarkable faving of our Lord and Sa- 
viour to his difciples: Blejfed are your eyes, for they 
fee\ and your ears, for they hear. It teaches us, that 
the dulnefs and heavinefs of men's minds, with regard to 
fpiritual matters, is fo great, that it may juftly be com- 
pared to the want of eyes and ears, and that God has 
fo filled every thing, and every place, with motives and 
arguments for a godly life, that they who are but fo blef- 
fed, fo happy, as to ufe their eyes and their ears, muft 
needs be affe&ed with them. 

Now, tho' this was in a more fpecial manner the cafe 
of thofe, whofe fenfes were witnefles of the life, miracles 
and do&rines of our bleiTed Lord ; yet is it as truly the 
cafe of all Chriftians at this time: for the reafons of reli- 
gion, and the calls to piety, are fo written and engraved 
upon every thing, and prefent themfelves fo ftrongly and 
fo conftantly to all our fenfes, in every thing that we 
meet, that they can only be disregarded by eyes that fee 
not, and ears that hear not. What greater motive to 
a religious life, than the vanity and poornefs of all 
worldly enjoyments ? And yet who can help feeing and 
feeling this every day of his life. What greater call to 
look towards God, than the pains, the ficknefs, the 
crofles and vexations of this life ! And yet whofe eyes and 
ears are not daily witnefles of them? What miracles 
could more ftrongly appeal to our fenfes, or what meflage 
from heaven fpeak louder to us, than the daily dying 
and departure of our fellow- creatures does. Let us but 
intend to fee and hear, and then the whole world be- 
comes a book of wifdom and inftru&ion to us. All the 
miftakes and difappointments that happen to ourfelves, 
all the miferies and errors that we fee in other people, be- 
come fo many plain leffons of advice to us, teaching us 
with as much aiTurance as an angel from heaven, that 
we can no ways raife ourfelves to any true happinefi., 
but by turning all our thoughts, out w\S&fc* *»^*»k«*- 
vours after the happinefs of aiYo\ket\\fe. ° a ^£^aceL«* 
learned, ingenious man,we\\ vetted Sawtf* 1 8 M ^ * -^s^ 
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ing, anrl no ftrangfr to any knigdom in Europe. T>i P 
ether day, being jutt recovered from a lingering fever, l^g. 
took Lpon him to fpeak thus to his friends : fc My gla/y, 
c fays he, is almoft run out ; and your eyes fee, how mv 

* ny marks of age and death I bear about me: But I plain- 
ly feel my felt finking away fafter than any ftanders- 

c by imagine. I fully believe, that one year more will 

* conclude my reckoning.' The attention of his friends 
were much raifed by fuch a declaration, expe&ing to 
hear fomething truly excellent from fo learned a man, 
who had but a year longer to live; when Ofiavius pro- 
ceeded in this manner : c For thefe reafons, fays he, my 
c friends ! I have left off all taverns, the wine of thofe 

* places is not good enough for me in this decay of na- 

* ture, I muft now be nice in what I drink; I can't 

* pretend to do, as I have done ; and therefore am rc- 

* folved to furnifh my own cellar with a little of the vc- 

* ly beft, tho' it co/t me ever fo much. I muft alfo tell 
c you, my fiiends, that age forces a man to be wife in 

* many other refpects, and makes us change many of 

* our opinions and practices. You know how much I 
1 have liked a large acquaintance ; I now condemn it as 

* an error. Three or four chcarful diverting companions, 
c is all that I now defire ; becaufe I find that in my pre- 

* fent infnmities, if I am left alone, or to grave company, 

* I am not fo eafy to myfelf.' A few days after Ocfavius 
had made this declaration to his friends, he relaped 
into his former illnefs , was committed to a nurfe, 
who clofed his eyes, before his frefh parcel of wine came 
in. Ycung Eugenius % who was prcfent at this difcourfe, 
went home a new man, with full refolutions of devoting 
himfclf wholly unto God. * I never, fays Eugenius y was 

* fo deeply rffefied with the wifdom and importance of 
4 religion, as when I faw, how pooily and meanly the 
c learned Oftavius was to leave the wprld,thro' the want 
< of it. How often had 1 envied his great learning, his 

* fkill in languages, his knowledge of antiquity, his ad- 

* drefs and fine manner of exprefling himfelf upon all 

* yi/tyV<5r>/BurwhenIfaw,howpoorlyitallended,what 
€ w*s to be the lajl year of fuch a Ufe, ami Ww ic*ft&&| 
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c the matter of all thei'e accomplishments was then 
c forced to talk, for want of being acquainted with the 
* joys and expectations ot piety ; l was thoroughly on- 
c vinced, that there was nothing to be envied or dt fired, 
4 but a life of true piety ; nor any thing fo poor and com- 
c fortlefs, as a death without ic* Now as the young 
Eugenius vrzs thus edified and inttrudted, fo, if you are fo 
happy as to have any thing of his thoughtful temper, you 
will find, that all the world preaches to an attentive mind ; 
and that, if you have but ears to hear, aim >ft every thing 
you meet, teaches you fome leflon of wifdom. Rut now, 
if to thefe admonitions and inftrucfions, which vvc: receive 
from an experience of the ftate ct human life; if to thtfe 
wc add the lights of religion, thofe great truths which the 
Son of God has taught us ; it will be then as much paft 
a'l doubt, that there is but one happinefs for man, as that 
there is but one God. Was all to die with our bodies, 
there might be tome pretence f.»r thofe different forts of 
happinefs that are now fo much talked of : But fince 
our all begins at the death of our bodies; fince all men 
aie to fee immortal, either in mifery or happinefs, in a 
world entirely different from this ; fince they are all 
haftcniug hence at all uncertainties, as taft as death can 
cut them down; fome in iickne's, foine in health, forns 
fleeping, fome waking, fome at midnight, others at cock- 
crowing, and all at hours that they know not of j is it not 
certain, that no man can exceed another in joy and happi- 
nefs, but fo far as he exceeds in thofe virtues, which fit him 
lor a happy death. Negotius is a temperate honcft man. 
He fcrved his time under a matter of great trade, but has 
by his own management made it a more confidcrable bufi- 
nefs than ever it was before. For thiity years laii patt, 
he has wrote fifty or fixty letters in a week, and is bufy 
in corresponding with all parrs of Europe. The general 
gcod of trade feems to Negotius to be the general good 
if life. As money is continually pouring in upon him, 
io he often lets it go in vaiious kinds of expsnee and ge- 
rerufity, and fometimes in wavs of charity, if yotiaik** 
what it is, that has fecured Negotius ^<^\v\*il\vc^vv^Vs^^ 
v>ccs} it is the fame iW\r^tv\^Ywi\:ti^^ v ^>^^ 
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ftri&nefs of devotion, it is his great bufinefs. He has al- 
ways had too many important things in his head, his 
thoughts have been too much employed, to fuffer him to 
fall either into any courfes of rackery, or to feel the ne- 
ceffity of an inward folid piety. If Negotius was afked, 
what it is which he drives in life, he would be at a lofs 
for an anfwer. He has feveral confufed notions in his 
head, viz. That it is fomething great, to have more bu- 
finefs than other people; to grow continually richer and 
richer, and to raiie an immenfe fortune before he dies. 
The generality of people, when they think of happinefs, 
think upon Negotius , in whofe life every inftance of hap* 
pinefs is fuppofed to meet : fober, prudent, rich, profpe- 
rous, genercus and charitable. Let us now therefore look 
at this condition in another, but truer light. Let it be 
fuppofed, that this fame Negotius was a painful laborious 
man, every day deep in variety of affairs ; that he nei- 
ther drank, nor debauched ; but was fober and regular 
in his bufinefs ; that he grew old in this courfe of trade- 
ing; and that the end and defign of all this labour was on- 
ly this, that he may die poffeffed of more than an 
hundred thoufand pair of boots and fpurs, and as many 
great coats. Let it be fuppofed, that the fober part of the 
world fay of him when he is dead, that he was a great and 
happy mann, a thorough mafter of bufinefs, and had ac- 
quired an hundred thoufand pair of boots and fpurs, when 
he died. Now if this was really the cafe, I believe it 
would be readily granted, that a life of fuch bufinefs was 
as poor and ridiculous as any that can be invented : But 
it would puzzle any one to fhew, that a man that has 
fpent all his time and thoughts in bufinefs and hurry, that 
he might die, as it is faid, worth an hundred thoufand 
pounds, is any whit wifer than he, who has taken the 
fame pains to have as many pair of boots and fpurs, 
when he leaves the world ; for, if the temper and ftate 
of our fouls be our whole ftate; if the only end of life 
be to die as free from fin, and exalted in virtue as we can j 
if naked as we came, fo naked we are to return, and to 
ftand a trial before Cm id, and his holy angels, for ever- 
faJlwg happinefs or cilery j what can \t ^ffibV] fieufj* 
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what a man had or had not, in this world ? What can 
it fignify, what you call thofe things, which a man has 
left behind him ; whether you call them his, or any one's 
elfe ; whether you call them trees or fields, or birds, or 
feathers ; whether you call them an hundred thoufand 
pounds, or an hundred thoufand pair of boots and fpurs ? 
I fay, call them ; for the things fignify no more to him 
than the names. Now it is eafy to fee the folly of a life 
thus fpent, to furnifli a man with fuch a number of boots 
and fpurs. But yet there needs no better faculty of fee- 
ing, i\o finer underftanding, to fee the folly of a life fpent 
in making a man poffeflbr often towns, before he dies; 
for, if when he has got all his towns, or all his boots, 
his foul is to go to his own place amongft feparate fpi- 
rits, and his body be laid by in a coffin, till the laft 
trumpet calls him to judgment ; where the inquiry will 
be, how humbly, how devoutly, how purely, how meek* 
ly and charitably we have fpoke, thought and a&ed, 
whilft we were in the body; how can we fay, that he 
who has wore out his life in railing an hundred thoufand 
pounds, has a&ed wifer for himfelf, than he who has 
had the fame care to procure an hundred thoufand of 
any thing elfe. But farther : Let it now be fuppofed, that 
Negotiusy when he firft entred into bufinefs, happening 
to read the gofpel with attention, and eyes opened found 
that he had a much greater bufinefs upon his hands, 
than that to which he had ferved an apprentifhip ; that 
there were things, which belong to man of much more 
importance than all that our eyes can fee; fo glorious, 
as to deferve all our thoughts; fo dangerous, as to need 
all our care; and fo certain, as never to deceive the 
faithful labourer. If Negotius believing thefe things to be 
true, had entirely devoted himfelf to God, at his firft fet- 
ting out in the world, refolving to purfue his bufinefs 
no farther than was confiftant with great devotion, hu- 
mility and felf- denial ; and for no other ends, but to 
provide himfelf with a fober fubfiftance, and to do all the 
good that he could to the fouls and bodies of his fellow- 
creatures. Now, had this beentVvfcCV«^^^^ * 
Negotius, can any one, who is ttvty Y&\to SsdSk****! ^* 
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had loft any degree of true joy and happinefs by thu$ 
conforming to the fpirit of Chriftianity : And yet I doubt 
not, but worldly Chriftians of every denomination will 
oppofe, and endeavour to difcrcdit fuch a reprefentation 
of Chriftianity ; but when you reprefent to your mind, 
how Chriftians ought to live unto God, and in what de- 
gree of wifdom and holinefs they ought to ufe the things 
of this life, you muft not look at the world, which lies in 
wickednefs, and whofe wifdom is fooTifhnefs with God ; 
but you muft look towards heaven. You muft with the 
eyes of faith penetrate into the invifible world, the world 
of fpirits, and confider your order and condition arnong 
them; vou muft endeavour, by the help of grace, to put 
in praftice the higheft precepts of the gofpel : You muft 
think, how departed fouls would live, if they were again 
to 2& the fhort part of human life, and what degree of 
wifdom and holinefs you will wifh for, when you are 
leaving this world. Now, this is not pfropofing to our- 
felves any needlefs perfection; it is but barely complying 
with the precepts of th£ gofpel, which requires that we 
lehcly in all manner of cenverfation, and with the advice 
given by the Apoft'e,viz. Wbatfoever things are true, what- 
foever things are honejl, wbatfoever things are jujl, whatfoever 
things arepurey whatfoever things are of good report ; ifthers 
be any virtue, andifthtre be anypraife, think on thefe thing: . 
For no one can come near the doctrine of this paflage, 
but he, that propofes to himfelf to do every thing in this 
life, as a fervant of God, and to make the wifdom and 
holinefs of the gofpel the rule and meafure of his defirinnr 
and ufing every gift of God. And as the holinefe of 
Chriitianity confecrates all eftates and employments of 
3ife unto God, fo are we more efpecially obliged to c b- 
ferv'e this religious exa&nefs in the ufe of our eftates a*id 
fortunes, becaufe, if we wafte them, we don't wade a 
trifle, that fignifies little ; but we wafte that, which mi^rht 
be made as eyes to the blind, as a hufband to the widou{, 
and as a father to the orphan 4 Jf a man had eyes, hands 
and feet, that he could give to thufe that wanted them j 
if he fhou)d either leck them up in a cheft, or pleafe 
himfelf with fame needlels and xi&oAous \*fe s W* «v 
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inftead of giving them to his brethren that were Wind 
and lame ; fhould we notjuftly reckon him an inhuman 
wretch, if he (hould rather chufe to amufe himfelf with 
furnifliing his houfe with thofe things, than to entitle 
himfelf to an eternal reward, by giving them to thofe 
that wanted eyes and hands ; might we not juftlv reckon 
him mad ? for after we have fatisfied our own foberand 
reafonable wants, all the reft of our money is like fpare 
eyes and hands ; fomcthing that can only be well ufed, 
by giving it to thofe that want it. Thefe tempers and 
this ufe of our worldly goods, is fo much the do&rine of 
all the New Teftament, that you can't read a chapter 
without being taught of it. I (hall only produce one re- 
markable pajTage, which is fufficicnt to juftify what I 
have faid concerning this religious ufe of all our fortune. 
When the Son ofmanjball come in his glory , and all the holy 
angels with him j then jhall he fit upon the throne of his glory. 
And before him jhall be gathered all nations \ and he Jhall 
feparate them one from another , as a Jhephsrd divideth his 
Jheepfrom the goats: and he Jhall fet the Jheep on his right 
hand \ but the goats on the left. Then Jhall the King fay unto 
them en his right hand \ Come, ye bkffed of my Father •, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. For J was an hungred^ and ye gave me meat ; I was 
thirjly y and ye gave me drink \ I was a fir anger ^ and ye took 
me in ; naked^ and ye clothed me ; / was Jick 9 and ye v'ifited 
me ; / was in prifon^ and ye came unto me. Then Jhall the 
righteous anfwer him, faying , Lord, when f aw we thee an 
hungredy and fed thee ? or tbirfty, and gave thee drink ? 
When faw we thee aflrtmger, and took thee in ; or naked y 
and clothed thee ? or when Jaw we theefick, or in prifon y and 
came unto thee ? And the King Jhall anfwer , and fay unto 
them^ Verily I fay unto you, Inafmuch as ye have dine it unto 
one of the leajt of thefe my brethren^ ye have done it unto 
me. — And the righteous Jhall go into life eternal. Matth. 
25:31-46. 

In sn account of the life of the Lady Elizabeth Hajlings 
we meet with an extraordinary ii\k\anc& <*t ^*.\»v^l ^" 
z?ft -which Chriftianity has upon &ofc» ^sfctf* V* \^\we^ 
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with the calls of grace, become willing to give up theii 
whole Hearts to follow its di&ates. This pious Lady'j 
firft principle appears to have been the Glory ofGod, anc 
the purity of her own heart ; next to this a continual foil 
citude and labour to hold all her capacities, all her powe 
and all her fortunes continually upon ftretch for the goo< 
of all men, weeping with thofe that wept; rejoicing wit! 
thofe that rejoiced ; given to hofpitality ; distributing t< 
the necefiities of the faints, and to thofe that were lefs fo 
having joy at the converfion of a (inner, or the leaft ap- 
pearance of it ; but the care of all her cares was the 
iiranger; the fatherlefs and the widow; the needy, anc 
he that hath no helper; the lame, the halt and th< 
blind. And in this place, fays the author of her life 
what (hall I fay ! or how can I expefl: to be believed 
The bent of herfpirit ever lay towards thefe : She had s 
fhare in all their fufferings ; (he would often convcrfe witr 
them, and enquire into their hiftory, with as much po- 
verty of fpirir, as they were in of outward condition ; {hi 
would (rudy their particular cafes, and put them in the 
Way of better welfare ; fomc of thefe were ever in hei 
houfe, and frequently in great numbers; and it was no 
negled of her's, if any One went away unrelieved with 
meat, phytic, raiment or money; many of thefe thai 
lived remote, had yearly allowances, and large fums fre- 
quently iflued out into diftant parts of the kingdom 
Her ftiJl larger applications were fixed penfions upon re- 
duced families, the maintenance of her own charity • 
fchoo), contributions to others, &c. &c. She was a greai 
miftrefs of all parts of (economy with refpeft to what fh< 
laid out upon herfelf ; her body, (he knew, was the tern- 
i>le of the Holy Ghoft, which the believer muft poflei 
in fon&ification and honour, wherefore her fupport of i 
in n eat, drink and fleep was ever bounded by neceffity 
for they that walk in the Spirit, as this pious Lady did 
die progrcfllvely to every vanity, and dare not indulgi 
the hurtful gratifications of the flefii, but labour to keej 
it under, as knowing it to be the feat and repofitory o 
their moft dangerous and deadly enemy. Neverthele( 
the fought not her falvatk n by tiwt foict oi tet *kas 
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highly affluent as they were; for thefe, though neceflary 
dunes, yet, (he well knew, were not the charity of the 
gofpel ; not that charity which the Apoftle Paul fo di- 
vinely defcribes at I Corinth. 13: 3. She was fenfible, 
that Jefus Chrift muft be revealed in the heart before 
we can have any juit claim to difciplefhip, and that it 
is his ruling and bringing all things there in fubje&ion 
to his Spirit that was the great and only principle 
of Chriitian charity. She knew, that the great fcene 
of religion lay within, in the right government of the 
heart ; accordingly her eye was ever upon her heart, to 
fee that a'l its principles were cleanfed from evil mix- 
tures, had no taint from f elf- love, were not fullied with 
vain-glory; her care was toobferve the tendency of all 
its motions, how its ftruggles weakened in iinful defires, 
endeavouring continually to nourifii it by ads of faith 
in the blood of her Redeemer. She had well learnt to 
overcome evil with good, to fuffer long and be kind, 
to bear all things, and if ever by fpeech, carriage or 
otherwife /he fuipe&ed, that (he had difturbed the fpirit 
of any, (he had no peace with herfelf till (he had taken 
caie for the recovery of theirs. 

Much more might be faid of the endowments and 
virtues of this true dilciple of Jefus Chrift, more efpeci- 
ally of her patience under fufFertngs, and refignation to 
Divine Will ; under the painful difpenfation (he parted 
thiough, during the laft eighteen months of her life, oc- 
cafioned by a cancer in her breaft, which, notwithftand- 
ing (he iuffered it to be feparated from her body, yet 
in the end occasioned her death. This painful operation 
fhe not only bore with patience, but even rejoiced, that (he 
was counted worthy to fuffer, knowing her Saviour had 
fuffered in hisflefh, and that as fufferings was the way to 
his perfection, it muft alfo be the way to our's, this being 
the declared condition of our being glorified with him; 
the trueft marks of adoption , and the moil fovereign 
medicine fent from heaven for cur cure. Thefe truths 
this truly pious Lady was fo well acquainted with, that 
fhe declared, She would not wijh to bt out oj W Y^** 1 
ftiuation, nor ixebange it for any other ot cm} tyrut. "^^^ , 
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with great mceknefs and tranquility, with chearfulnefs 
fcarcc to be believed, in perfect ferenity and freedom, 
(he continued her ufual life till the time appointed for 
the operation. When that time of deep trial came, (he 
fhewed no relu&ance or ftruggle, but endured all even 
without complaint ; only towards the end fhc drew fuch 
a figh, as the compaffionate reader who reads this, may 
do. Hence it appears, how thofe that follow the Lamb 
with finceiity, are endowed with virtue and power re- 
iblting from the true fpirit of his religion, which others 
are unacquainted with. The night following the opera- 

. tion was not indeed a night of much fleep, but of truly 
o h-ftial reft ; a night of thankfgiving to her God for the 
vilibie demonftration of his power in her and about her, 
for his fiietched-out arm in her great deliverance, for the 
boun if ul provifion he had made for her body and foul, 
holciii.g all the powers of her fpirit exercifed in ads of 
love, giatitude and adoration. She fooner than was 
expected got upon her feet, and, with every improve- 
ment that co'jld be made, into the fame way of life 
thcit (he had been in before, wholly intent upon the 
glorv of God, and the good of her fellow-creatures. 
Bui" the tiifiemper only repreflcd for a time, rofe up 
with new malignity, to the much greaier affliction of 
r.umbtib in the world, than of her that bote it; for 
the had now been, for feme time, in the fchool of af- 
R ciion, exercifed with its (harp difcipline, nnd found 
lis Llutaiy efRcrs. Under thefe fentiments her hope was 
lull of immortality, and the eternal weight of glory,now 
in kill vi'.-w, made all her afflictions light. In this near 
ami certain approach of death, her cherifhing warmth, 
lit e iha: of the fun, though it might be moft felt by thole 
neartit, jet a!fo reached thole at greater diftance; wit- 
nt .s ire great number of letters fne writ, and dictated to 
nthtrc wr.cn Ihe became unab'e to write, full of fwcet 
ccurf-l, having for their argument the blcfiednefs of 
pieiv ; prt fling home the neccllity of it, and fettirg forth 
its true natuie$ witnefs alio the number of perfons of all 
comiiti' ns whoreforted at her houfe, to behold the living 

power ot icligion in htr 3 and to \>s YxuMifafcd bv hec 
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wifdom. With fome of thefe (he continued in heavenly 
conferences as long as (he had ftrength. Her life was 
near drawing to its laft ftage; but her lamp and her 
life muft be extinguifhed together, and (he mult occupy 
till her Lord comes. Accordingly me convened her 
houfhoid, to ftrengthen and enforce every thing that fhe 
had done or (hewn them before, by her dying counfels ; 
and would have extended this care to the whole village, 
but was reftrained by the phyiician. The path of the 
jufi is as ajhining light, which Jhineth more and more unt» 
the perfeft day, " The truly religious, whofe evidences 
" tor heaven are clear, rational, and well grounded, 
have a tide of joy fpringing up in their minds beyond 
expreffion ; fomething more moving and fatisfjclory 
than any one can imagine, but they that perceive 
it. — When they are juft entering upon the promifeci 
land, the fplendor of the eternal day dawns upon 
them, and finnes as through the breaches of their 
** mattered bodies, and raifes in the inward man fuch 
<c earned of happinefs, fuch foretaftes of joy, as enablts 
" them to pafs through the valley of death in peace and 
" triumph." As death drew near, (he was in trans- 
port, quite melted down with the impreffion of glorv, 
broke out with ?raifed accent into thefe words: Bfefs 

me, Lord! what is it that I fee! Oh! the great Kefs of 

the glory that is revealed in me, that is before ?ki\ 

And fome time after (he had fo faid, (he fell afletp. 

And now, Reader, let me a(k, What miitakes or 
deiufions did this Lady live under? or what wrong jugd- 
ment did (he make of the nature and obligation of our 
common Chriftianity? Common I call it, for it is one 
and the fame to every man and to every woman, where- 
ever it is known, and to the practice of the tfl'ential 
and life-giving part of it, is every man and every wo- 
man tied down at their utmoft peril. And if it be 
afted, what thefe are? the anfwer is, That they cannot 
here indeed be well drawn out in particulars ; but two 
principal ones, to which the reft are reducible^ arr % 
A firm Faith in, and Detiendanu u£on^CV\jW A^A vsv- 
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der the Help and Power of bis Spirit, a mighty Labour to 
perfeSi that Holinefs which he hath taught us. 

All indeed have not this Lady's poffibilities, and can* 
not give in alms fevenfold more than they expend upon 
themfelves; but there is fcarce one, but may give a cup 
of cold water, and great things are promifed even to 
that, if it is done in a right manner, and with a devout 
fpirit. Again, all have not near the fame di (engagements 
and leifure that (he had, nor have in common with her 
the fame command of their time, and therefore cannot 
maintain fo clofe an attendance upon fpiritua! exercifes; 
yet neverthelefs aim oft all may, at all times and in all 
places, prefcrve fome fort of heavenly-mindednefs, may 
ftrive againft fin, and ufe their beft endeavours to keep 
themfelves unfpotted from the world, and by locking 
up their fenfes againft temptation, in good rneafure 
quench the fiery darts of the $nemy. And if of them- 
felves they aronot (as moft certainly they are not) fuffi- 
cient for thefe things, yet the Grace of God is, if they 
turn to it, feek it earneitly, follow its holy motions, and 
put themfelves under its government. And that ali may 
obtain the Grace of God, is certain; for it is common 
to all. Our gracious and merciful Saviour, the fure 
and faithful Friend of thofe who are helplefs and heavy 
laden, repeatedly declares it to be fo, and the whole 
tenor of the gofpel contains a gracious offer of falvation 
to every foul who in fincerity prays to God for it. He 
who is Love itfelf> will furely fend none empty away. 
If ye (fays that true friend of the contrite and humble) 
who are evil, know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more (hall your heavenly Father 
give the Spirit to thofe that afk. Wherefore, how 
amazing is it, that even one foul in the whole world, 
can believe, that GOD, who is the fource and well- 
fpring of Light and Love, and made man for the pur- 
pofe of his own Glory, mould not be willing that all 
Men (hould Be faved. More efpecially, when the na- 
ture of the Gofpel is confidered to be, as indeed it is, a 
declaration ff Peace and Good will to man; that it is good 
f/eYqfj efgreat joy, to all People: LuVtawo. Ttvax 

tine 
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the Lord is longfuffering, not willing that any Jhould perijb, 
but that ALL Jhould come unto repentance: I Tim. 2: 4. 
That Chrift our Saviour is the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the Sin of the world: John 1 : 29. That he was the 
true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world: John 1 • 9. That, the Grace which bringeth Salva- 
tion^ hath appeared unto fill men: Tit. 2: 11. That by 
that Grace he Jhould tafte Death for every man : Heb.2 : 9. 
That he came not to condemn the worlds but that the world 
through him might be favcd. John 3:17. Wherefore the 
Apoftle tells the Believers, That if any man fin^ we 
have an Advocate with the Father, jefus Cfoijl the 
Righteous j that he is the Propitiation for our Sins ; and 
not for our Sins only, but alfo for the Sins of the whole 
world: 1 John 2: 1,2. The Lord is not Jlack concerning 
hisPromife as feme men count Jlacknefs, but is longfuffering 
to us ward, not willing that any Jhould peri Jh, but that all 
Jhould come to repentance. 2Petr. 3:9. And farther the 
Apoftle exhorts, That prayers, intercefjion and giving of 
thanks be made for all men, for kings, and for all that are 
in authorities ; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all godlinefs andhonejly ; for this is good and accept- 
able in the fight of God our Saviour, who will have all men 
to be faved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth ; 
for there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Jefus Chrijl, who gave himfelf a ranjom for all, 
to be tefiified in due time, I Tim. 2:1. Our. blefled 
Saviour, the only begotten Son of God, full of Grace and 
Truth, in whofe mouth was no guile, himfelf declares, 
That this is the condemnation, that Light is come into the 
world, and men loved darknefs rather than light, becaufe 
their deeds were evil. John 3: 19. And to the Jews he 
fays, Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life. John 
5 . 40. And when weeping over Jerufalcm , he fays, 
How often would I have gathered thy children together ', as 
a hen gather eth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not. Maith. 23 : 37. To thefe great truths the fpirit 
of prophecy in (o mer difpenfations bears amoU. **.- 
co*d, as at A&s 10. 43, That to him gyoe a\\ the \x*- 
phets witnsfs, that through hh namc^ iwnojaeuer \>eWo«fc* 
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in him, Jball receive remijfion of Jim ; and the Pfalrnift 
poi'uiveiy declare* , That the Lord is Irving unto every 
man, and that his mercy is over ail his works, Pfal. 145 : o. 
The Proph-t If'aiah aJfo, fpeaking in the name of the 
Lurd, fays, I faid not untj the feed of % facob, Seek me in 
va'm : I the Lord /peak right eoufnefs, I declare things that 

ere right A j ujl God and Saviour, there is none befide 

me. Look unto me, and be ye fuved all the ends of the earth, 
for I am God, and tkfre is none elfe. ifa 45 : 22* And Je~ 
lemiah bids, Hcwl for Babylon, take balm for her pain, if 
fo be fiie may be healed. Jer. 51:8. Alio of Jezebel it i.*j 
fiid, I gave her time and fpace for repentance \ but jbe re- 
pented not. Rev. 11 : 20. And although a man fliould 
be brought into doubii-.gs, fo as to believe that God is 
not willing to fave every man that cometh into the world, 
yet one would hardly think any woukl be fo boM as to 
fay fo, fince God with an exprefs oath hath fwor:i the 
contrary! Ezek. 33: 11. As I live, faith the Lord, I have 
no pleafure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
turn from his way and hve ; turn ye from your evil ways. 
Why will ye die. Chap. 18: 23, Have 1 any pleafure at 
all that the wicked Jhould die ? faith the Lord, and not that 

he jljuld turn from his way and live ? Yet )efa\; The 

way of the Lord is not equal. Hear now, Houfe oflfraeu 
Is not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal? tfljen 
a righteous man turneth'away from his right eoufnefs^ and 
csmmitieth iniquity, and dieth in them, for his iniquity that 
he hath done, jhall he die. Again, when the wicked ma:i 
iurncih away from his wickednefs that he hath com?nitted^ 
ard doth that which is lawful and right, he Jhall fave his 
foul alive. Therefore I will judge you, Houfe of Ifrael, 
every one according to his ways, faith the Lord God, repent 
and turn yourfelves from your trr fgreffuns ; fo iniquity 

fb.ill net be your ruin anJ make you a new heart and 

a new ffirit, f»r "iby will ye die, Houfe of Ifrael? 
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